
Approved 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN OF PROVINCE I 

ANNUAL MEETING  

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22, 2020  

9:00 – 3:00 

ZOOM 

The day began with prayer by Delores Alleyne, past president of Province I ECW.  

In the announcements were the virtual logistics for navigating Zoom.  In 

attendance were 28 people from 6 Diocese, and from Pennsylvania, and Southern 

Ohio.  6 people were presenters. 

Karen Patterson, National Episcopal Church Women President, sent her greetings 

from her home in Florida.  She reported that there has been no decision yet made 

about whether Triennial will be held, or how it will be held.  There is a new 

website with news blasts and the Communique, among other items available to 

all.  Karen reported that the United Nations Status of Women meeting was held 

by Zoom, with women from all over the world in attendance.  The National 

Episcopal Church Women Board meets by Zoom, as well. 

For the business portion of the meeting, the past annual meeting minutes and 

financial report were reviewed and accepted. 

Robert Rivest from Springfield, Massachusetts, presented a 15-minute class of 

Laughter Yoga.  It was pleasant and relaxing.  He can be contacted at 

robertrivest.com. 

During the 15-minute break Susan Howland offered beautiful music on her harp. 

Julia Renaud from The Center for Reconciliation in Rhode Island gave the Keynote 

address entitled “Confronting the Legacy of Slavery”.  The Center for 

Reconciliation’s Mission Statement is: “To foster racial reconciliation and racial 

justice by confronting the legacy of slavery.”  New England and consequently the 

Episcopal Church were involved in and profited from slavery by ship building and 

insurance company investing in slaving voyages.  60% of North American slaving 

voyages left from Rhode Island’s shores.  The Center for Reconciliation is about 

educating people of history; equipping people to process and discuss topics; and 

engaging in the practice of racial reconciliation and building community.  

Individuals can do daily inner work to be open to change, and doing the great un-
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learn, doing work in the parish such as helping people become registered as 

voters.   She can be reached at julia@episcopalri.org.  Sacred Ground is a film-

based dialogue series on race and faith.  It’s a 10-part series open to all parishes. 

Susan Howland refreshed us with 15 minutes of live harp music.   

The Rev. Liz Habecker officiated at Noontime Worship. 

After a bring-your-own-lunch in breakout rooms for chatting with friends, old and 

new, we had Spotlight Stories from around the Province: honoring the lives 

touched by our ministries. 

The first was from Rev. Stephanie Shoemaker: Amazing Grace: Adult Correctional 

Institution Ministry.  Prisoners are looking for a place to be themselves, and find 

grace through relating stories.   She and others help the incarcerated to find 

personal freedom, integrity, self-respect, respect for others and renewed 

confidence in the context of faith.   

Allison Batson spoke on Dinner for a Dollar, a ministry that provides hot meals for 

$1; $5 for a family.  The community that has evolved is miraculous - - volunteers, 

those who eat, the total group.  The ministry has rallied church members and has 

become the church’s identification. 

ProGente Conections is a ministry to Brazilian immigrants.  Deacon Lori Mills-

Curran related that the people are frightened and under resourced.  There are 

ministries to teach a UTO funded 5-week course called Orientation to American 

Culture, and a Teacher Certification Coaching class, which is also funded by a UTO 

grant.  She can be reached at progenteconnections.org. 

In other announcements, the Girls Friendly Society World Day of Prayer is at 2:00 

p.m. on Saturday, September 26, 2020. 

The Episcopal Church Women’s closing prayer was read by Roberta Stocksdale. 

Closing remarks were presented by Susan Howland, who also read “Let Yourself 

Rest”. 
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LET YOURSELF REST 

If you’re exhausted, rest. 

If you don’ feel like starting a new project, don’t. 

If you don’t feel the urge to make something new,  

Just rest in the beauty of the old, the familiar, the known. 

If you don’t feel like talking, stay silent. 

If you’re fed up with the news, turn it off. 

If you want to postpone something until tomorrow, do it. 

If you want to do nothing, let yourself do nothing today. 

Feel the fullness of the emptiness, the vastness of the 

Silence, the sheer life in your unproductive moments. 

Time does not always need to be filled. 

You are enough, simply in your being. 

     Jeff Foster 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roberta Stocksdale, Secretary 

 


