
 

 

April 20, 2020 

Dear UTO Coordinators/Organizers, 

On behalf of the entire UTO Board and Staff, I want to wish you a happy Easter and say that 
you all are in our prayers during this challenging time. I write to you today to offer some 
encouragement and share some updates on the work of UTO. 

We believe that gratitude is even more important now because it can support emotional 
and mental health in times of anxiety and depression. Members of our Board and staff have 
shared how gratitude has helped over the past weeks. At bedtime, each person in Heather's 
family shares three good things that happened that day that they want to say thank you for, 
which has helped them see the good things happening during the challenges of working 
and learning from home together. Board members have shared that keeping a gratitude 
journal has helped improve their sleep. Therefore, we want to challenge you to 30 days of 
thankfulness in May. Write down at least one thing every day that you are thankful for and 
then at the end of the month, tell us what that experience meant to you. We also want to 
challenge you to help us record the story of this time. We looked back at the Spanish Flu 
epidemic to see what UTO was up to, and often the story was hard to find, so we want to 
make sure we document all the ways you are helping during this pandemic. Are you sewing 
masks? Send us a photo! Are you staying home? Send us a photo of the dust collecting on 
your car or of the snacks you’ve put out for delivery persons or your window decorations for 
neighborhood children. Are you an essential worker? Let us know how you are keeping our 
world moving. At the root of all the things we are doing right now is gratitude. We put the 
items in the window so kids can search for them, but also as a thank you to those families 
who are staying home. Essential workers deserve our gratitude, but we should also see their 
work as a sign of their gratitude for our communities. Help us tell the stories of gratitude 
and support happening in your communities. Share these on our social media or email them 
to Heather. We will collect them for the archives and showcase them in the Annual Report. 

We've heard from many of you who are concerned about how to hold the Spring 
Ingathering if your churches are closed. Historically, UTO has held Ingatherings twice a year. 
The Spring Ingathering was often held on a Sunday near Ascension  Day, which this year 
falls on May 21st. While we now encourage each congregation and diocese to hold the 
Ingathering at a time that makes the most sense in the life of your community, we want to 
offer a few options for the Spring Ingathering if that is your tradition. We know that many 
among us are already feeling the financial effects of this pandemic and we want to remind 
you that UTO is first and foremost a gratitude practice. Therefore, if you (or people in your 
community) feel anxious about giving money, please encourage them to still give thanks. 
Write a small note and put it in your Blue Box, and then whenever you are able, give a thank 
offering after reflecting on these notes. Be sure to see the ways we continue to be blessed 
even when times are very hard. Second, there are many ways to give to UTO that do not  



involve gathering at church. Everyone is encouraged to send their Spring Ingathering using one of the 
following methods: 

• Text to give: To give via your phone, simply text INGATHER to 41444.  
• Give online here: https://unitedthankoffering.com/give/  
• Mail your check directly to the bank. Simply make the check out to UTO with Ingathering Diocese 

of (name) in the memo line and mail it to: The United Thank Offering - DFMS – Protestant Episcopal 
Church PO Box 958983 St. Louis MO 63195-8983 

Every donation will be acknowledged with a card and will be recorded. Dioceses can request their donation 
lists quarterly from the UTO staff. If you usually hold your Spring Ingathering at a retreat or luncheon, we 
encourage you to hold that event online. If you need help with Zoom or would like Heather to speak at your 
Zoom event please email her, she is happy to help.  

We also want to share with you some changes coming to the 2021 grant process. In 2018 UTO announced 
the next three years of grant focuses and criteria to allow dioceses to plan ahead, but we now feel the need 
to be flexible and address the overwhelming impact of COVID-19. Therefore, the UTO Board has voted to 
postpone the approved 2021 focus until 2022 (when we will return to the incredibly important focus, in the 
meantime, please see these new materials regarding care of creation that might inspire applications in 
2022) and develop a new focus and criteria for 2021 that will support congregational and diocesan efforts 
to combat COVID-19 or support their community through this difficult time. The UTO Board is finalizing 
the new focus and criteria for 2021 for Executive Council approval in June, but we wanted you to know 
about this change as soon as possible. During and shortly after the Spanish Flu, UTO funds were used to 
increase the number of women missionaries serving around the world, and most of them worked as nurses 
and teachers. Other grants built or supported hospitals and churches with schools or helped keep essential 
ministries open, particularly those started by UTO. We hope to respond now to COVID-related needs by 
supporting our churches as they respond to this new call to share God’s love in their communities or help 
essential ministries (food banks, job training, after school programs, etc.) continue to serve their 
communities when they need it most. 100% of what UTO collects in 2020 will directly support the church 
in responding to the needs of communities in light of the COVID-19 epidemic. All of our thank offerings—
for grocery pick-up, doctors, nurses, store employees, teachers—can help support our communities to bless 
those who have blessed us. 

Thank you for all of the ways that you continue to support UTO. We are grateful for your work, prayers, and 
for all of the things you are doing to fight the pandemic. Please let us know if we can help support you. 

With gratitude, 

 

Sherri Dietrich   Joyce Landers 

UTO Board President   UTO Board Vice-President 


