
Province 1 Episcopal Church Women 



Almighty God, we pray that you will bless our 

work in mission and ministry in the world. Help 

us to pray fervently, labor diligently and give 

liberally to make known the power of your love 

given through your Son, Jesus Christ.  Let us not 

forget the lessons from the past nor fear the 

challenges of the future. 

Anoint us with your grace and shine in our hearts 

as we reflect your light throughout the world. 

Amen 
Episcopal Church Women exists to support all women in their Mission and Ministry.  Our vision for all women of the 

Episcopal Church is that we become a vibrant blend of all ages, coming together as a peacemaking, healing part of 

the Church and sharing the love of Christ.  



“Women’s Ministries:  

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow” 

Episcopal Women 

in Ministry over 

150 years 

1871 to 2021 



  

    History 

     When the Episcopal Church formed in 1789 women had no 
place in the formal structure of the church. They could not 
be: 

– Altar Servers 

– Deacons (There were Deaconesses starting in1885) 

– Vestry Members 

– Wardens 

– Delegates to diocesan conventions  

– Deputies to the General Convention  

– Priests 

– And women did not have voting rights in this country 

 

But women slowly formed auxiliaries to do “women’s work” 
focusing on the church’s mission, and social justice issues.  

 

 



Miss Mary A. Emery, of Saint Mary’s Parish Dorchester, Massachusetts, was 

appointed its secretary. The work of the secretary was to bring together and 

harmonize the women’s societies already at work, and to develop them, and 

others that might be formed, along diocesan and parochial lines.  

Oct. 16, 1871 the Board of Missions authorized a 

Women’s Auxiliary 

General Convention, Baltimore, MD Oct. 4-26 1871 

Mary Abbott Emery served as the first secretary of the Woman’s Auxiliary to the 

Board of Missions, from 1872 to 1876, but resigned when she married The Rev. 

Dr. A.T. Twing 
 



It is our desire as speedily as possible to bind together the various parochial 

Missionary Societies already existing, to organize new ones wherever they may 

be desired by every means within our power, to awaken deeper and more 

permanent interest to each one in the Missionary work among the women of the 

Church. 

  

We long to have each one feel she, individually, has something to do for Christ 

and for the coming of His Kingdom, not alone or as a member of a single parish 

but as one of that great company wherein, in their own special station, they wait 

and watch and labor for their Lord. 

 

We do not seek to control or direct the labor of the Society or the offering of the 

individual she designates. We seek to quicken the missionary spirit and urge it to 

prompt generous action. 

 

We offer you gifts of time, strength, intellect for our, your Master. There are 

hundreds more earnest, faithful, devoted women who would be cheered if only 

they knew what is being done by their sisters in the church and see their offering, 

small and insignificant as it seems, increased and multiplied by the union with the 

gifts of others. Mary Abbott Emery 

From the Spirit of Missions, Volume XXXVII for 

1872, published by the Domestic and Foreign 

Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church, 22 and 23 Bible House, Fourth Avenue, New 

York, January, 1872, page 37. 



Julia Chester Emery 

1852-1922 

Secretary of the Woman s 

Auxiliary to the Board of 

Missions  

1876-1916  

Julia helped the Church to recognize its call to 

proclaim the Gospel both at home and 

overseas. “Her faith, her courage, her spirit of 

adventure and her ability to inspire others 

combined to make her a leader respected and 

valued by the whole Church.” 

Julia Chester Emery succeeded her sister and served as 

secretary for the next forty years from 1876-1916.  

From the Spirit of Mission and  

Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006 

 



Julia Chester Emery 

1852-1922 

Secretary of the Woman s 

Auxiliary to the Board of 

Missions  

1876-1916  

Julia Chester Emery 

• visited every diocese and missionary 

district within the United States, 

encouraging and expanding the work of 

the Women’s Auxiliary.  

 

• traveled around the world, visiting 

missions in remote areas of China, Japan, 

Hong Kong, the Philippines, Hawaii, and 

all the dioceses on the Pacific Coast.  

 

• Through her leadership, a network of 

branches of the Women’s Auxiliary was 

established, which shared a vision of and 

a commitment to the Church’s mission. 



Julia Chester Emery 

1852-1922 

Secretary of the Woman s 

Auxiliary to the Board of 

Missions  

1876-1916  

Julia Chester Emery emphasized  

• educational programs. 

• a growing recognition of social issues. 

• the development of leadership among 

women. 

“In all these enterprises of the Church no single 

agency has done so much in the last half-century to 

further the Church’s Mission as the Women’s 

Auxiliary. Much of that accomplishment was due to 

the creative spirit of its Secretary of forty of those 

fifty years, Julia Chester Emery.” 

In 1921, the year before she died, the following 

appeared in the Spirit of Missions:  



God of all creation, you call us in Christ to 

make disciples of all nations and to 

proclaim your mercy and love: Grant that 

we, after the example of your servant 

Julia Chester Emery, may have vision and 

courage in proclaiming the Gospel to the 

ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ 

our light and our salvation, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. Holy Women, Holy 

Men (2012-2015) 

Julia Chester Emery’s date on the Liturgical 

Calendar is January 9th, the day of her death. 

Julia Chester Emery 

1852-1922 

Secretary of the Woman s 

Auxiliary to the Board of 

Missions  

1876-1916  

https://standingcommissiononliturgyandmusic.org/category/holy-women-holy-men-2012-2015/
https://standingcommissiononliturgyandmusic.org/category/holy-women-holy-men-2012-2015/
https://standingcommissiononliturgyandmusic.org/category/holy-women-holy-men-2012-2015/
https://standingcommissiononliturgyandmusic.org/category/holy-women-holy-men-2012-2015/


During the late 1800’s 

many women’s 

organizations, that are 

still active today, were 

forming. 



The Girls’ Friendly Society (GFS) of the United States of 

America is part of an international, faith-based 

organization for girls and women serving through Christ 

and affiliated with the Episcopal Church. 

Started in 1877 in the United States to help working girls 

in the Lowell, Massachusetts, who were lonely because 

they had left their homes to work in the textile mills.  

Girls’ Friendly Society  



“The Order of the Daughters of the King®” was born 

in 1885 out of a women’s Bible study at the Church 

of the Holy Sepulcher in Manhattan, New York.   
 

The Order of the Daughters of the King® 



 

was founded in 1888 by Mary Ann Fargo and a 

small group of women in the Parish Church of the 

Holy Communion in New York City.  

The Church Periodical Club  



Born out of the Women’s Auxiliary 

Julia Chester Emery  

 and  

Mrs. Ida Soule of Pittsburgh, PA 

 

Created the United Thank Offering 

at the Triennial Meeting of 1889  

United Thank Offering 



  

     

 
 

•  From 1874 to 1970 the Women’s Auxiliary met 
concurrently with the General Convention of the Episcopal 
Church as the Triennial Meeting. 

 

• Along with mission work, social action, and raising A LOT 
of money, the women worked hard to be recognized with 
seat, voice, and vote in the National Church.  

 

• Slowly over time women became 

– Vestry Members 

– Wardens 

– Delegates to diocesan conventions  

– Members of church boards  

History 

And finally in 1970, Deputies to the General Convention 



Quote from: “The Cost of Integrating”  

Mary Sudan Donovan,  Church Women’s Historian       

                                      The Witness, July 1994 



The ECW continued  after 1970 and the  

organizational structure is parallel to the 

National Church 

• Parish ECW 

• Diocesan ECW 

• Province ECW 

• National ECW 

 

The National ECW president represents  

Episcopal Church Women Internationally. 

 

The National ECW has a budget  separate 
from the National Church. 



In 1976  

Women were “Officially” 
recognized as Priests 

In 1989 Bishops  

In 2006 Presiding Bishop  

The Philadelphia Eleven, 1974 

The Rt. Rev. Barbara Harris 

The Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori 



But these are not destinations; they are 

points along the journey. 
The ECW is still supporting the lay and ordained  

ministry of women living out God’s call. 



The name and structure of the of the 

Women’s Auxiliary has changed over the 

150 years. 

• But ECW is a grassroots organization: 

– Church Women Hear God’s Call. 

– Church Women stay focused on the Gospel. 

– Church Women adapt. 

– Every ECW will be different because God’s call 

will be unique to that place. 

 

Who Moved My Cheese? 
Change Happens  Anticipate Change 



Great, but what is available in our 

Province? 

• From its very beginning the ECW saw the 
connection between:  

• Prayer, Thanksgiving and Action 
• Grounding in prayer   

• Leads to gratitude  

• Leads to wrestling with the Gospel 
– Addressing issues like Poverty, Education, Health, Violence 

against Women, Child labor, Factory Workers’ rights. 

– Supporting mission and ministry in the world. 

– Welcoming all in a spirit of hospitality. 

– Helping create a “foretaste” of the Kingdom of God. 



 

– ECW 

 

– United Thank Offering  

 

– Daughters of the King 

 

– Church Periodical Club 

 

– Girl’s Friendly Society 

 

 

 

 

 

Province 1 ECW is a source of information 
and networking opportunities for Women’s 

Ministries in the Province 



    These organizations  offer 

resources and networking for: 

• Spiritual growth, enrichment, and nourishment 

• Fellowship 

• Education 

• Leadership Training 

• Opportunities for service, social action and advocacy 

We do this through: 

 • Parish, Diocesan, Provincial and regional gatherings 
• Website information, on-line resources and e-newsletter: 

• Province 1 ECW website Province1ECW.Worpress.com  
• Sign up for the Province 1 ECW newsletter on the website 

or by emailing Province1ECW@gmail.com 
• The National ECW newsletter, Communiqué  
• The National ECW E-News, Branches 
• Opportunity to attend the Triennial Meetings 



What happens at Triennial Meeting? 

We Learn, we Envision, we Act on, we Discern, 

God’s call to follow Jesus.  

• Triennial Meeting is “unofficially” called the 3rd 

house of Convention or the “House of Joy”. 
 

 

• Anyone can attend the Triennial Meeting as a visitor if registered  for General 

Convention. Visitors pay about $140 for the whole convention or $50/day. 

• If you wish to volunteer for convention there is no fee. 

• Every diocese can send 4 delegates and 4 alternates to the Triennial Meeting. The 

registration fee is $475/delegate along with travel expenses.  

• The 2021 General Convention and Triennial Meeting will be in Baltimore, June 30 - 

July 9. This will be the 80th General Convention and the 150th Anniversary of the 

Episcopal Church Women 

• Deputies to the General Convention are elected through their dioceses. 

 

 

 

 

Who can attend the Triennial Meeting? 



Looking for more information about what ECW and other 

Women’s ministries are up to? 

 

Read the most recent Province 1 ECW Newsletter on our 

Website: 
 

 

 

 

ECW Happenings around the Province 

Province1EpiscopalChurchwomen.wordpress.com 
 

Or email us for a copy:     

Province1ECW@Gmail.com 



 

was founded in 1888 by Mary Ann Fargo and a small group of women in the 

Parish Church of the Holy Communion in New York City.  

This close relationship has continued through the years. By 1892, the Church 

Periodical Club was active in 48 dioceses providing many kinds of printed 

materials and a national office was established. In 1920, the national church 

recognized the Church Periodical Club's great missionary work and it became 

a cooperating agency. 

The Church Periodical Club  

They began by sending bundles of church periodicals, prayer books, and 

Bibles via the Wells Fargo Stage Coach Line to clergy and laity, missionaries 

and Indians in the Dakotas, and the "far west". Much of the early growth of 

the Church Periodical Club was due to the fostering care of the Women’s 

Auxiliary, now known as the Episcopal Church Women.  



U N IT E D  T H A N K  O F F E R IN G  
 

 

UTO EVERYDAY 

Pick up a “Blue Box”  

at the UTO Display Table 



United Thank Offering Grants  Funded in Province I 

272 Grants totaling $4,187,582.89 

 

•Connecticut      42 $609,500.00 

•Maine      47  $737,936.00 

•Massachusetts      63 $1,159,643.00 

•New Hampshire    34  $480,250.00 

•Rhode Island    26  $405,111.00 

•Vermont     31  $404,915.57 

•Western Massachusetts  29  $390,372.37 
 

United Thank Offering 



2019 United Thank Offering Grants Funded in Province I 

 

Maine Sophia’s House: Start Up Costs $39,000  

•After three years of intense planning, Sophia’s House is becoming a reality late fall 2019. As 

a project of The Center for Wisdom’s Women (CWW) and modeled on Thistle Farms in 

Nashville, TN, it will provide a unique and much needed residential community of healing for 

women, rooted in love.  

 

Massachusetts Orientation to American Culture $26,350  

•An ecumenical coalition of Brazilian immigrant and American churches will launch a new 

educational effort to complement a well-received English instruction program. ProGente 

Connections (PGC) will launch Orientation to American Culture, bringing American 

volunteers into community with immigrants, and providing high-quality educational resources 

to enhance economic opportunity and cultural exchange.  

 

Western Massachusetts St. Mark’s Afterschool Program in Worchester $39,500  

•Saint Mark’s Afterschool Program will serve vulnerable inner-city middle school children who 

presently have no productive, safe place to go at day’s end. Serving this markedly diverse 

community comprised of Latino, African-American, Middle Eastern and African refugee 

populations promises to receive and bear witness to the unifying love of Jesus.  

 

United Thank Offering 



   

UTO Grants Change Lives 

THE UNITED THANK OFFERING  


