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Dear Friends,  

 

Since the last Annual Meeting in October 2018 the officers, Roberta Stocksdale, Secretary, Phyllis Larson, 

Treasurer, and Susan Howland, President along with Margaret Noel, our Representative to the National ECW have 

met monthly by Zoom (An online electronic video conference.). We invited Lois Frankforter, the Girls’ Friendly 

Society National President, to be a liaison from the Girls’ Friendly Society to the Executive Committee; she 

accepted and has been meeting with the officers all year.  We engaged in conversation, developed a working team, 

and brainstormed about the best way to lead Province 1 ECW. All members of the Executive committee were 

invited to attend and a follow-up communication with the meeting minutes were sent to all diocesan 

president/contacts. 

 

Here are the highlights: 

 

• In January the treasurer’s “baton” was passed from Priscilla McFarland to Phyllis (9 years, thank you 

Priscilla!) and three bank accounts set up: a general checking, a savings account for the Triennial Meeting 

reserve and a Certificate of Deposit for the Alice Whelan Scholarship Fund (See attached financial 

reports.). Province 1 ECW now owns a copy of Quickbooks for the treasurer’s use.  

 

• After the annual meeting we actively looked for a Vice President, but we were unsuccessful. Because we 

will be revisiting the bylaws, we decided to let the position remain unfilled until there is a better 

understanding of the position and if it is necessary. 

 

• We have been brainstorming about designing a “Road Show”, a traveling presentation to a “host” church in 

each diocese with representatives from women’s ministries: Episcopal Church Women, United Thank 

Offering, Girls’ Friendly Society, Church Periodical Club, and Daughters of the King. This was Lois’ 

“brainchild”. 

 

• During our meetings Margaret Noel gave updates from the National ECW Board meeting in St. Thomas 

Island and Boise, Idaho. Each NECW meeting was followed by a report from Margaret, which we sent out 

to our Province 1 ECW mailing list.  

o Margaret keeps a file on ideas for speakers and workshops as a resource. 

.  

• Two committees formed: Finance Committee, Phyllis Larson; Priscilla McFarland; and Susan Howland; 

and,  Bylaw Committee, Marjorie Reeves-Briden, the Reverend Elizabeth Habecker, and Susan Howland.  

The Nominating Committee still needs a chairperson. Don’t be shy if you feel called to this position.  

 

• Communication was a priority this year,  seeking out ways to communicate with and connect the women in 

the seven dioceses of Province 1: 

o A Facebook Page was created 

o The Website was updated 

o An Electronic Newsletter was designed:  for quarterly news, news from the Province 1 ECW 

representative to the NECW Board, and other periodic information. We are interested in building the 

Province I ECW mailing list. Please sign up or email us your interest in receiving the newsletters.  



o A welcome card was sent to the new bishop in Maine and one will be sent to the new bishop of 

Vermont when she arrives in October. 

 

We sketched out a Triennial Calendar which includes some annually occurring events. It will be our goal to meet 

in every diocese over the triennium.  

• January/February: we committed to monthly Zoom meetings for the year for team building and spent 

time with the financial transfer and developing a triennial calendar.  

• March: we highlighted the United Nations Council on the Status of Women events in NYC and Lois 

encouraged everyone to attend with her. We will highlight this event and opportunity annually.  

• April: we worked on organizing the Yawande Austin Workshop with Lois Frankforter.  

• May:  

o All of the Province I ECW Officers and Margaret attended the CT Annual Meeting on May 2, 2019, 

o Susan represented Province 1 ECW at the Province I Synod meeting.  

• June: Lois and the Girls Friendly Society brought Yewande Austin to Christ Church Cathedral, Hartford, 

CT, on Saturday, June 22, 2019.  Province 1 ECW and other diocesan ECW’s partnered with this event. 

And helped with promotion and help on the day with registration and hospitality. Province 1 ECW (and 

UTO) had a display with information at the gathering. Many thanks to Diane Nichols, Diocese of Western 

Massachusetts for her help and support with the displays and hospitality. 

• July: Zoom meeting to organize the Annual Meeting. 

• August: Annual Meeting with Marge Burke, speaker.  

• September:  Developing a “Road Show”, a traveling presentation with information about Episcopal 

Church Women, United Thank Offering, Girls Friendly Society, Daughters of the King. And Church 

Periodical Club. 

• October:  “Road Show” : New Bedford, MA ECW, Thursday, May 16  

• November: Possible “Road Show” in Vermont coordinating with Wendy Grace.  

• December: Advent, we will start the church year with quiet discernment for the year ahead.  

 

We pray regularly for all the women in Province 1, it’s leaders, clergy, and for the special needs that come before 

us. Those prayers can be seen in action throughout the Province. As Mother Treasa was known to say, “We can do 

no great things, only small things with great love.”. This has been the charism of Women’s ministries, by 

whatever name they are called. 

 

It is a pleasure to serve as your President! 

 

Blessings,  

Susan  
 

Susan Howland 

132 Osgood Rd 

Charlton, MA 01507 

508.612.3198 

howlands@charter.net 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our email address: province1ecw@gmail.com 

Our Website: https://province1episcopalchurchwomen.wordpress.com/ 

Find and Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ECWProvince1 
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