




Episcopal Church women of Rhode Island 

Annual Meeting Minutes 
October 28, 2017 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Episcopal Church Women and 
announcement of The Distinguished Woman 2018 was held 
Saturday, October 28, 2017 at St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, 
Rhode Island. The meeting was called to order by President 
Linda Guest at 10:23 a.m. with a quorum present. She led the 
participants in the ECW prayer. 

 
President Guest extended thanks to The Rev. Marilyn Mason, 
vicar of St. Paul’s and the ladies of St. Paul’s for hosting this 
meeting and for all the lovely preparations. Thank you too 
Jane Jellison and Margaret Noel for preparing the Annual Report 
and the certificates for the Distinguished Women. Thank you to 
Carol Blackinton and Joan Schofield for organizing the 
luncheon and the favors of hand made and personalized sewing 
kits, as well as the beautiful candle sets for the each of the 
Distinguished women. 

 
Linda noted all reports are in the annual report including 
biographies of the Distinguished Women. She highlighted some 
of the things ECW does: such as proving the breakfast at the 
annual convention every year, providing scholarships through 
The Mary C. Hoppin Fund for women who are continuing 
religious education such as Education for Ministry (EfM) or 
other programs. For a grant/scholarship just write a letter telling 
about the program and what you want to do. Linda explained she 
is also 2nd Vice President on the National ECW and is 
responsible for overseeing the Triennial in 2018. Prior to this she 



was Province 1 representative to the National board after having 
served as President of the Diocesan ECW.  She showed copies 
of the Communique magazine published three to four times a 
year by the National Board. People were encouraged to take a 
copy and to also sign up to receive it electronically. She 
explained the 2015-2018 Triennium picks up on Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry’s Go- Go-Go theme. Go ECW.   

 
The Rev. Elizabeth Habecker, the UTO chair, reflected on how 
UTO with a slogan “Change Changes Lives” impacts many lives 
locally and around the world. 

 
The Rev. Marilyn Mason the national representative to the 
Church Periodical Club noted how Mrs. Fargo of Wells Fargo 
fame started a fund to purchase books for children kindergarten 
through high school. Many churches have a container asking 
people to put their pennies in it and their goal is to collect a 
“Mile of Pennies” which would equal $421.08 for a total of 
8,448 pennies. She also introduced Ms. Sally Esten Morrelle as 
the new national CPC representative. 

 
The nominees for office 2018-2021 were presented: 

1st Vice President – Marjorie Reeves-Briden 

Corresponding Secretary – Sandra DiPalma 

Assistant Treasurer – Virginia Chase 

Blackstone Deanery – Modesta Pellot 

Aquidneck Island Deanery – Colleen Hermannsson 

There being no other nominations received. The secretary was 
asked to cast one ballot for election of the nominees. 
 



President Guest thanked Marjorie Reeves-Briden and her 
committee for the work performed for the Distinguished Woman 
Award.   The Distinguished Women were: 

Susan Heuck Allen – Katherine “Kit” Miller Barnum 
Mary Paul (Empie) Davis – Judith Gugel 

Lil Hargrove – Carlene Hervieux 

Sigrid Hewitt – Genevieve Jordan 

Wanda Michaelson – Sharon Thompson 

Of these Distinguished Women of R.I. Susan Allen was chosen 
to represent them at the 49th Triennial in Austin, TX 
 
The speaker was Kathy Cloutier from Dorcas International 
Institute of Rhode Island, Their goal is to improve quality of life 
and welcome refugees. They help resettle between 200 and 250 
people a year. They are currently helping to resettle people from 
Porto Rico who have been displaced by Hurricane Maria. Since 
2016 and the closing of our borders and restrictions on people 
being able to come to our country they have been staying 
connected to the over 48,000 already vetted to come to this 
country. 
 
Meeting adjourned 2:04 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
Margaret E. Noel 

Secretary 



 

 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN 

DIOCESE OF RHODE ISLAND 

ANNUAL MEETING NOVEMBER 8 2018 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

This past year has continued to be busy and the Diocesan Episcopal Church Women are alive and doing 
good works. 
We once again donated and put on the breakfast for the Annual Convention of the Diocese of Rhode 
Island. This project is something we have given to the Diocese for many years. 

At Christmas time we gave to the Seamen’s Church Institute items that had been donated by our board 
members and others from around the Diocese. 

We continue to support places in the community such as, McAuley House, City Camp, The Blessing Way 
and others.  In the diocese we contribute to Shepherd House at St. Mary’s, St. Elizabeth’s Community, 
and many more, and in the wider church to Historic Black Colleges and Navajoland among others. 

This past July the Triennial Meeting of ECW was held in conjunction with General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church. It took place in Austin, Texas and we were represented by The Rev. Elizabeth 
Habecker, The Rev. Marilyn Smith Mason, Joan Schofield and Margaret Noel (who is our Province 1 
Representative on the National ECW. Please ask any of them about Triennial, they would love to share. 

As your President I have just come off six years of serving on the NECW Board. I served as the Province 
Representative for three years and then three years as 1st Vice President. It was a rewarding and 
challenging time. Thank you for having let me serve on the National Board.  

I would be remiss if I didn’t give my board a big thank you for all they do. I couldn’t do this job without 
them. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Guest, President 



The Diocesan board of the Episcopal Church women meets monthly January through December (but not 
in July and August) and usually on the fourth Monday of the month at 10 a.m. at the Diocesan offices. 
October 27, 2017 the Annual Meeting, including the parish UTO Ingathering and recognition of 
Distinguished Woman, was held at St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth.  Bishop Knisely celebrated the 
Eucharist and installed the new officers. He also blessed candles in blue cut glass holders which were 
then given to each of the Distinguished Women, nominated by their Priest, in recognition of the light of 
Christ they reflect in the world.  Susan Allen of St. Martin’s, Providence was chosen as the Distinguished 
woman who would represent the other nominees and the women of Rhode Island at Triennial in Austin, 
Texas. 
November 27, 2017 – Ms. Colleen Hermannsson of St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth joined the board as 
the Aquidneck Island Deanery representative. The total 2017 UTO Ingathering was $6,775.93 and would 
be sent to national UTO by December 1st deadline. It was voted to send $300 to St. Elizabeth Home in 
East Greenwich for their new project called Green House Homes. This gift would be matched thus our 
gift would be worth $600. 
December 11, 2017 – Had the honor of meeting at The Art Club. More money had been received for 
UTO and the final figure was $6,786.93 sent. Members had brought toiletries, candy, knit hats & gloves 
for the people who come to the Seaman’s Church Institute in Newport for help. Margaret Noel and 
 Jane Jellison will take these items to them. 
 
January 22, 2018 – Carol Blackinton announced St. Elizabeth Home would host our March meeting. The 
Rev. Liz Habecker reported the UTO Ingathering for 2018 would be April 21st at St. Mark’s Church in 
Warwick. The Rev. Susan Wrathall and Ms. Donna Lancaster (recipients of scholarship award) would 
report on their pilgrimage to Israel.  Colleen Hermannsson submitted a template for a letter to be sent 
to clergy in each Deanery by the Deanery representative outlining what we do and how we can help the 
Deanery. 
February 26, 2018 – Received notification from national ECW of deadlines for registration, dinners, 
lunches and events along with the cost of each event. There is a $475registration fee for Triennial. It 
runs July 5 through July 11, 2018 in Austin, TX.  July 8th is the Distinguished Woman’s Luncheon when 
Bishop Knisely will present Susan Allen to receive her recognition.  The Rev. Liz Habecker+ will be riding 
in the Bristol 4th of July parade on the float of St. Michael’s Church which is celebrating their 300th 
anniversary. 
March 26, 2018 – Meeting at St. Elizabeth’s Home where we received a lovely tour of the Green House 
Homes and of St. Elizabeth’s Home as well. There are four of these homes on the property and each 
accommodates 12 persons. Everything is personalized, including the availability for each resident to 
choose what and when they want to eat.  A very comfortable environment and very nurturing. The Rev. 
Liz Habecker reported there is no longer an East Bay Deanery. St. John’s, Barrington and St. Michael’s, 
Bristol are now part of Aquidneck and St. Matthew & Mark, St. Mary’s and Epiphany are now part of 
Central Deanery. 



 
April 8, 2018 – UTO Ingathering at St. Mark’s Church, Warwick. The Rev. Susan Wrathall celebrated the 
Eucharist after which the meeting opened in the parish hall. The Rev. Susan Wrathall presented the 
experience of the pilgrimage in Israel. She reflected on the religious aspect of the pilgrimage and Ms. 
Donna Lancaster presented the portion reflecting church programs and buildings, including various sites 
they visited in Israel. Joan Schofield and her friend had made 60 counted cross stitch Jerusalem Crosses 
and put them along with the ECW closing prayer in a plastic cover which could be used as a book mark 
or a luggage tag. At the close of the meeting Joan lead the ladies in praying the ECW prayer which was a 
very moving moment. 
May 3, 2018 – Eight women attended the Connecticut ECW annual meeting at the Aqua Turf in 
Plantsville, CT. The board has been attending this event for a number of years. Over 350 women and 
their clergy and their bishops attend. The day starts with Eucharist, sometimes with a guest preacher, 
followed by their annual meeting and delicious lunch then their main speaker, who this year was The 
Rev. Becca Stevens of Thistle Farm Ministries, Nashville, TN.  
May 21, 2018 – President Linda Guest reported she had attended her last NECW board meeting in 
Curacao, before Triennial. The board doesn’t often have time to see or do anything, but this time they 
were honored by the local churches that held a joint service to honor the women. They were also 
featured in a local newspaper story. 
June 25, 2018 – This is the last meeting of the season. Priscilla McFarland, Treasurer, distributed 
envelopes to the delegates to Triennial containing their per diem, tickets to events, expense account 
form and good wishes for an enriching experience. Virginia Chase reported, thus far in 2018, we had 
received $5,516.91 for UTO.  
September 24, 2018 –President Linda Guest reported about her time at Triennial in Austin, TX as part of 
the national board. She attended a joint meeting of the old board and the new in Baltimore where the 
50th Triennial will be held in 2021. The budget committee and nominating committee were appointed 
and will report back at the October meeting in preparation for the November 8th annual meeting.  The 
Rev. Liz Habecker reported that a $22,000 UTO grant was awarded the Diocese of Rhode Island for the 
Reconciliation Center.   
A very busy and fulfilling year. Women of the Diocese are always welcome to any of the board meetings. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Margaret E. Noel 
Secretary 




















