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 Before I give you a capsule of what happened at Triennial. I first want to 

congratulate The Rev. Deacon Ema Rosero Nordalm of the Diocese of 

Massachusetts for being elected Director-At-Large for Social Justice on the 

National ECW Board. I wish her well as she takes on her role on the National 

board in this very important and challenging position.

Triennial #49

GO! Share the Word: Every Day, Comunicamos, Every Where



Triennial #49 began with a worship service led by the Triennial chaplain, The Rev. 

Cathy Boyd, rector of St. Martin's Episcopal Church, Williamsburg, Virginia. Rev. 

Boyd led us in prayer each plenary session with a reflection for us to focus on for 

that day. The musician, Linda Patterson, made sure joyful music was heard 

throughout Triennial. Music somehow moves us in many ways, and music is such 

an extravagant way to feel Jesus' power and love run through our bodies.

As part of the introduction of the 2015-2018 ECW National Board, board members 

surprised everyone by dressing in period clothing representing women of the 

Church from decades past. It was a fun way to start off our time together. Lisa 

Toles, thanked the National Board and all of us in attendance for the dedicated 

service to ECW over the past three years. Then came the highly anticipated 

presentations by the two keynote speakers, Bishop Steven Charleston andThe Rev. 

Canon Stephanie Spellers. Bishop Steven Charleston retired Bishop of Alaska. A 
citizen of the Choctaw Nation in Oklahoma and is a nationally recognized Author. 

Over his long career, he has served the church in many capacities. He spoke from 

his heart about his visions and how it has molded his life. The Rev. Canon 

Stephanie Spellers, she's got a long title - Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Canon 

for Evangelism, Reconciliation, and Creation, but here's the short job description 

for helping Episcopalians share the good news and cross boundaries as part of the 

Jesus Movement. They did not disappoint us.

A highlight of Triennial, one of many was a revival and a Texas BBQ and event 

related to the 79th General Convention where Episcopalians descended at a local 

event venue in great numbers perhaps 3,000 or more to listen to live music ranging 

from hip hop, jazz, folk, gospel and our traditional music. Our Presiding Bishop 

preached a rousing sermon about how “God is love and gives life” and  "We've got 
ourselves a many-splendored God." In true revival style, Bishop Curry delivered 

his message of  LOVE, LOVE, LOVE. It was both contagious and exciting. With 
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feet tapping and hands clapping all joining in song. One of the humorous thing 

during Presiding Bishop's sermon was the young lady trying to translate in Spanish 

Bishops Curry's every word, it certainly was a challenge keeping up with him.

The United Thank Offering grant awards for 2018 were announced totaling 

$1,283,216.21. The UTO Board received 68 grant applications and was able to 

fund 34 grants. 2018 recipients represent eight of the nine provinces and 28 

dioceses of The Episcopal Church.

Each morning there was an opportunity to come to the meeting space for Pray 

Yoga, But, I for one was not up to it after walking several times a day the long, 

long, and should I say it again long hallway to the meeting space. At Triennial you 

surely get your exercise.

More than 60 women from all nine provinces of The Episcopal Church were 

honored at the Distinguished Women Luncheon including our own Shirley  

Greiman from CT and Susan Heuck Allen from Rhode Island, with a certificate, 

and a Distinguished Woman pin featuring a one-of-a-kind design in recognition of 

their dedicated service in their home dioceses. The speaker at the Luncheon was 

Yewande Austin, an award-winning lecturer, social activist and honorary U.S. 

Cultural Ambassador,  who also, spoke at one of the "Bring Your Own Breakfast" 

sessions. She brought music and a message to ECW  "It's our responsibility to lean 

into the dark spaces and make a difference." She said "God had equipped you with 

all the talents needed to be the change in your own life," Yewande, sang a variety 

of musical genres, including Negro spirituals and show tunes to help make her 

points, she explained she is using her gifts to build Alheri Village, a sustainable 

resettlement community for some of the nearly two million survivors displaced by 

the conflict with Boko Haram terrorist in Abuja, Nigeria. This was a young, 

dynamic African American Women who was changing the world. She challenged 
all of us to use the God given talents to make a difference.
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The new National ECW Board was elected for the next Triennial. Karen Patterson 

immediate past Treasurer was elected National  ECW President. Please pray for her 

and all board members as they led the women of the church for the next three 

years. 

There were two outreach programs that were designated as recipients of the 

Community Connection Gift for Triennial Meeting 2018. The Trinity Center 

women's Shower Ministry, housed a t St. David's Episcopal Church in downtown 

Austin, In addition to collecting financial donations for this life-affirming ministry, 

the National Board of Episcopal Church Women had a goal of assembling 

hundreds of “summer survival kits” to the homeless citizens served by the shower 

program. Community First Village was the second recipient a ministry of Mobile 
Loaves and Fishes . Community First!, was described as a “novel approach to 

mitigating the problem of homelessness.” After the National ECW board visited 

the site it was described as  a place of wonder with affordable housing of varying 

styles, including many tiny homes; a huge community garden; a recreation center 

and community store; worship spaces and prayer labyrinth; a medical facility; even 

an arts center where unique pieces are handcrafted by village residents. All the 

donations collected will be forwarded to these Unified Gift recipients. Another 

amazing gift was the Texas boot table center pieces being donated to amputee 

veterans at the VA Hospital.

It was very heart warming and exciting to see the GFS girls being embraced by 

ECW. They were very helpful in assisting in many tasks during the Triennial 

meeting and not to forget lending their musical talents in the choir and playing 

their instruments.
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Triennial came to a close after 8 days of fellowship, laughter, decision making, 

uplifting worship, song, and most of all Love for the Episcopal Church and the 

women that serve it faithfully.

What Happen at General Convention - a brief summary of 
resolutions passed.

• Convention adopted a $133.8 million 2019-2021 budget that reflects the 

presiding bishop’s priorities of evangelism, racial reconciliation and justice, 

and creation care.  The priorities have been referred to as the “three pillars” 

of the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement.

• Passed Resolution B012 to give all Episcopalians the ability to be 
married by their priests in their home churches.

• Convention adopted a plan for liturgical and prayer book revision 
that sets the stage for the creation of new liturgical texts to respond 
to the needs of Episcopalians across the church while continuing to 
use the 1979 Book of Common Prayer.

• The voices and stories of women played a significant role in the 
workings of the 79th General Convention,where bishops offered 
laments and confession for the church’s role in sexual harassment, 
exploitation and abuse to Resolution D087 that allows deputies to 
bring infant children on the floor of the House of Deputies to feed 
them.

• Convention voted to readmit, the Episcopal Church of Cuba as a 
diocese by passing Resolution A238 .

• Convention agreed to a plan to pay the president of the House of 
Deputies for the work of the office.

5



I'm sure I missed something important but, I have attempted to give you 
a insight of Triennial and General Convention. I also want to thank all 
the women in attendance at Triennial  from Province 1 for their 
dedication and steadfast engery in doing the work of ECW. Because of 
all of you The Episcopal Church Women will continue to serve the 
women in the Episcopal Church. I again thank you from the bottom of 
my heart for affording me the opportunity to represent all of you on 
behalf of Province one at Triennial 2018.

Your Sister in Christ.

Delores M. Alleyne, Province 1 President
deloresalleyne@aol.com .

In spite of my best efforts to be accurate, mistakes can occur. Please 
accept my apology for any.
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