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Dear beloved community, 

Seventeen years ago, during his speech at Marquette University's commencement, Fred "Mister" Rogers, 

beloved cultural icon and ordained Presbyterian minister, said, "I believe that appreciation is a holy thing, that 

when we look for what's best in the person we happen to be with at the moment, we're doing what God does. 

So, in loving and appreciating our neighbor, we're participating in something truly sacred." 

This July, at the 79th General Convention of The Episcopal Church and the 49th Triennial Meeting of the 

Episcopal Church Women, thousands of people will be in the neighborhood and we'll have the opportunity, 

individually and collectively, to participate in the sacred acts of loving and appreciating. What a gift! 

In planning the Triennial Meeting, the National Board of Episcopal Church Women spent a lot of time looking 

at what it means to be part of a beloved community and how to encourage the growth of a community that, as 

our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has put it, is "committed to living the way of Jesus, loving, liberating, and 

life-giving, and committed to going into the world to help this world become one that is loving, liberating, and 

life-giving." 

• This is why we will be sharing the story of and fundraising on behalf of two stellar programs based in Austin: 

Community First! Village and the Trinity Center Shower Ministry. 

•This is why all our workshops will address, in various ways, the Five Marks of Mission and how we "GO!" 

forth. 

• This is why our keynote speakers, the Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston and the Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers, 

were asked to bring their prophetic and evangelistic voices to our proceedings. 

• This is why our daily BYOB (Bring Your Own Breakfast) speaker series will loop back to the foundational 

Five Marks and the life-giving, loving ways we can be in community. 

• This is why the (almost) daily morning worship in our gathering space, led by our chaplain, the Rev. Cathy 

Boyd, and musician, Dr. Linda Patterson, will center us, remind us about whose we are, and what we're called 

to be. 

All are invited to join us in Ballroom A of the Austin Convention Center. A visitor's section will be set-up for 

those who are not registered ECW delegates. 

A complete calendar of events as well as sign-ups for workshops can be found in the Triennial Meeting 2018 

section of our website, www.ecwnational.org. 

Please join us for some information and inspiration, and a lot of love.  

Lisa 


