
 

                                                    

               UNITED THANK OFFERING BOARD MEETING 

FACT SHEET FOR SEPTEMBER 25-28, 2017 

MARITIME CONFERENCE CENTER 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 
Present: Sandra Squires (President, NE), Marcie Cherau (Vice President,  GA), 

Birdie Blake-Reid (Secretary, Long Island), Kathy Mank (Financial Secretary, 

Southern Ohio), Sherri Dietrich Province I Rep., Maine), *Vernese Smith (Province 

II Rep., Long Island), Joyce Haines (Province III Rep., Southern Virginia), Joyce 

Landers (Province IV Rep., Central Gulf Coast), *Peg Cooper (Province V Rep., 

MO), Elizabeth Campbell (Province VI Rep., SD),Valinda Jackson (Province VII 

Rep., KS), Barbara Schafer (Province VIII Rep., NV), Reina Isabel Lopez (Province 

IX Rep., Honduras), Sarah Carver, (Appointed Board Member – NC), Marion 

Luckey (Appointed Board Member- Northern Michigan), Caitlyn Darnell (Young 

Adult Board Member),  Heather Melton (UTO Staff Officer), Kayla Massey (UTO 

Assistant to the Staff Officer),  Katelyn Kenney, Julia Chester Emery UTO Intern, 

Rosa Burkard, (Translator) were in attendance. * Members in attendance via Zoom 

 

                               Monday, September 25, 2017 

The meeting of the Board was officially called to order by president Sandra Squires 

on Monday, September 25, 2017, followed by a business meeting to approve 

minutes, an Executive Committee Report by the president, review of the 2016-18 

budget, expenditures for the period of January 2017 through September 2017 and 

other related budget documents. The Board examined the nine UTO archival prayers 

in an effort to identify elements and language liked for the development of a new 

unified UTO prayer. 

                               Tuesday, September 26, 2017  
UTO Board members departed in the morning for a full day of activities in 

Washington DC. Our day commenced with advocacy skills training conducted by 

Mr. Alan Yarborough and staff from the  Office of Government Relations in 

preparation of our scheduled meetings with  Congressional and Senate staff and 

hearings/meetings at  the  upcoming 2018 General Convention. After training and 

lunch members met with their representatives, toured the National Cathedral 

followed by the Weekday Choral Evensong /Evening Prayer and dinner.     

                                  Wednesday, September 27, 2017 
Members debriefed on yesterday’s activities in Washington. The following 

Committee Reports and action was taken: Continuing Review Committee – Bylaws 

and Memorandum of Understanding – Sherri Dietrich, Chairperson - the Board 

reviewed the committees suggested revisions to the Bylaws and Memorandum of 

Understanding and member suggestions incorporated. Both documents were 

approved unanimously and will be sent to the Executive Council for approval. The 

chair of this committee is the chair of the Nominating Committee – Members were 

informed of the vacant positions for the 2018-21 Triennium and who is eligible to 

serve. Slate of officers will be available for members to vote in December or early 

January. Members’ remaining on the Board was shared. Grants Committee – Joyce 

Landers, Convener – The Board reviewed the revised rubrics used to rank the 

Young Adult/Seminarian Grants and regular grants. New language recommended 



 

was added and approved by the board.  The committee will work on revising the 

helpful hints to make clear how we assess each grant application for funding. Self-

Study Survey – Sandra Squires – The survey was reviewed and changes 

recommended incorporated. The survey will be reformatted by staff at The Church 

and made ready for Triennial. The survey will be piloted prior to Triennial and can be 

taken on line, at the UTO booth at Triennial and paper copies will be available. 

Grant Funds Returned – Heather Melton – The Board was briefed on the 

circumstances surrounding the return of grant funds and the procedures employed 

based on when we are notified of a province/diocese inability to accept a grant or 

utilize funding after grant extension period. Triennial Booth Items – Heather 

Melton – The Board received an update of the Triennial giveaway items and those 

that will be available for purchase. The only item that will be available prior to 

Triennial (January) will be the Navajoland handmade silver crosses. Members 

recommended items that could be purchased for the booth raffle. UTO Prayer – 

Caitlyn Darnell – A draft proposed UTO prayer was developed by this 

subcommittee for member feedback. Members provided language changes and 

approved a final UTO Prayer that will be placed on one side of the blue boxes. This 

committee will continue its work on the development of a unified UTO prayer by 

December. Triennial Committees – Sandra Squires – A detailed Triennial 

Committees document was shared that outlined all of the anticipated and traditional 

tasks that need to be done prior to and during Triennial including assigned 

chairpersons and members. Time was set-aside for committees to meet. The president 

will follow-up with the ECW president on item raised by Barbara requiring 

clarification and the flag. Provincial Template – Marcie Cherau – Suggested 

webinar topics for the fall was presented. It was recommended that representatives 

rethink what would be most helpful to communicate with their constituents and come 

up with new creative and innovative ideas for their province. Webinars will be on 

hold and may resume in the spring.  

                                Thursday, September 28, 2017 

Finance Committee – Kathy Mank, Chairperson- The committee agreed for the 

president to move forward in the development of a Memorandum of Understanding 

to be sent to the current  ECW Board for action by the 2018-21regarding our work 

together, roles and unresolved Wright Trust issues. In addition, an application for 

Constable Grant Funds will be explored for a UTO on-line course. An update of the 

Memorial Trust Fund 2018 budget line items was shared.  

Education Committee – Birdie Blake-Reid, Chairperson – A status report was 

provided on the final UTO application of interest, History and Best Financial Practice 

power points. A draft 2018 calendar was shared for members that included known 

fall dates and to think about a “Triennial Countdown” calendar with dates, activities 

and information to alert coordinators. 

Communications Committee – Barbara Schafer, Chairperson – Members 

volunteered to develop newsletter and bulletin inserts from January 2018 – December 

2018 to facilitate and assist the new Board in this task. 

Triennial Receptions Committee – Marcie Cherau and Joyce Landers, 

Chairpersons – In line with the Triennial Committees document, this committee is 

charged with coordinating a number of special functions. Members were urged to 

obtain contact information as soon as possible to facilitate planning. 



 

 

 

Wrap-up - The president thanked members for their tireless work and contribution 

during this Triennium.  Heather introduced The Rev. Melanie Mullen who expressed 

her thanks for the work of the members of the Board and provided a brief overview 

of her office, work and the other members of the team. The meeting concluded with a 

closing Eucharist led by Canon Heather Melton and The Rev. Sara Carver followed 

by the exchange of hugs, tears and thank you notes to each other. 

 

Note: UTO Blue Box Collection was $49.98. 

  

Morning, lunch, dinner blessings, Compline, Bible Study and closing Eucharist 

were led by Vernese Smith, Joyce Landers, Sherri Dietrich, Joyce Haines, 

Canon Heather Melton and The Rev. Sara Carver. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Birdie Blake-Reid, Secretary 


