
2015 annual report from president of Episcopal Church Women  

 

As President of the ECW of The Diocese of Rhode Island, I had the great fortune this past year to be 

able to visit and meet many women of this diocese who have been busy working in the vineyard.  

The women have knitted prayer shawls for the parish shut-ins, prayer squares for the homeless, 

provided food and service at food pantries and donated clothing. They have tended the needs of their 

individual church, prayed, serve on Altar Guilds, vestries, running UTO programs, teaching Sunday 

School and many other ministries. 

 

In May about ten of the Board members and I attended the 130
th

 Annual Meeting of The Diocese of 

Connecticut's annual meeting. This a most glorious affair, over 350 women and most of the clergy of 

their Diocese attended worship and heard a great speaker. This year was The Rev. Barbara Cawthorne 

Crafton, author of The Courage to Grow Old and other inspiring books and reflections. It was a most 

inspirational meeting and one I look forward to each year.  

 

I was also fortunate to attend the 47
th

 Triennial in Salt Lake City, Utah, as a delegate. What a wonderful 

opportunity to celebrate, with other women from around the United States and some foreign countries, 

many accomplishments and honor the work done by women for God's kingdom here on earth. The 

Triennial is held during the General Convention so you are part of 6,000+ Episcopalians all worshiping, 

singing, praying and discerning where and how God's work is being done and where we are being 

called to minister.  

 

New this year was a luncheon for The Distinguished Woman from each Diocese attended by all 

Diocesan Bishops who then presented the honoree to the Presiding Bishop. Carol Blackinton of St. 

David's-on-the-Hill, Cranston, was our honoree this year. She was introduced with the other 

outstanding RI honorees at our Annual Meeting last year. 

 

It was exciting to me, Bernice Belt and the Rev. Liz Habecker to be invited, as Episcopal Church 

Women, to sit with the deputies in a joint meeting with the house of bishops, to discuss the five marks 

of mission.  To our recollection this was the first time ECW members were invited to attend such a 

discussion. Following the discussion Presiding Bishop Katherine Shorti invited the previous Presiding 

Bishop Frank Griswold and Presiding Bishop-Elect Michael Curry to come up to the podium. Bishop 

Curry, who will be the first Presiding Bishop to be elected on the first ballot, spoke to the gathering and 

then Bishop Griswold had a lovely prayer for both Bishop Katherine and Bishop Michael. It was such a 

moving event, and one I will cherish the rest of my life. 

 

It was also the 125
th

 Anniversary of United Thank Offering and there was a grand celebration including 

a new offering plate, which was woven by Native American women. The UTO owns a solid gold 

offering plate but is way too expensive to insure and bring, so it is left in Washington DC.  This new 

plate/basket is full of symbols and prayers and I thought it was just so beautiful. The Rt. Rev. Michael 

Curry was also our speaker, imagine, the night before being elected Presiding Bishop-elect.  At the 

UTO Ingathering Sunday over 1.5 million dollars were received.   

 

This was also the 75
th

 Anniversary of the Episcopal Relief and Development Fund to which there is a 

Rhode Island connection. Presiding Bishop Sherrill was one of the founders of ERD and his daughter-

in-law and granddaughter are parishioners here in Rhode Island. 

 



 

There was a Province I gathering of all deputies, Bishops and ECW at a social hour to meet and greet 

and also elect people who will, over the next nine years, begin the search for the next Presiding Bishop. 

There will be more communication among the seven dioceses. Notices already have been received of 

events. 

 

The RI ECW Board meets the last Monday of each month at 10 a.m. and meetings are open to all. A 

Deanery report is submitted each month by the Deanery rep. It is wonderful to hear what is going on in 

the parishes around the diocese. As you see from the finance report/budget we give away about $25,000 

a year to charities and individuals. We also have a Church Periodical Fund. Please speak with Virginia 

Chase if you would like more information, we may be able to help you or your parish purchase books or 

magazines.  We are fortunate to be asked to provide breakfast at our Diocesan Convention and to serve 

at the registration tables.  

 

It has been a wonderful year and, as I prepare to step down from being president next November, I am 

still feeling just as fortunate as I did when I was elected as President in 2010, and re-elected in 2013. I 

hope that if you are asked to serve on the Board you will accept. 

 

Thank you for your support of the ECW of the Diocese of Rhode Island 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Margaret E. Noel 

President 

 


