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� The activities of the United Thank Offering during 2012 are best described as a period of 
transition. The Report of the INC –055 Study Committee was accepted by the Executive 
Council. United Thank Offering began the process of retiring the functions of a committee and 
began operating as a board. As one of the initial functions coming out of the study process the 
board had a number of informational materials to produce. UTO board members spread the 
news that there is a new address for mailing UTO contributions. A new bulletin insert was 
available for spring ingatherings and eight different products were debuted at General 
Convention in July. The following are now available from the Episcopal Media Center 
(http://episcopalmarketplace.org/Products/United-Thank-Offering)  

 
� Theology of Thankfulness     Una Teologia de Agradecimiento 
� Litanies from United Thank Offering  Coordinator’s Resource Guide 
� UTO 2012 Grants List    Prayers, Volume IV 
� Mission Statement Bookmark   Contact Information Bookmark 
Due to the popularity of the “Pocket Blue Box” at General Convention, they are now available 
through the Episcopal Media Center. 
 
Definitely, for the UTO Board members, the Sunday worship and Ingathering was a highlight of 
General Convention. The blue bulletin insert, distributed church wide focused on the United 
Thank Offering. The entire INC 055 Study Committee was with the board for the presentation of 
their report to the Triennial Meeting of the Episcopal Church Women. On Sunday they processed 
with the UTO Board and stood with us as the Diocesan Coordinators presented their diocesan 
ingatherings to the Presiding Bishop. I particularly want to thank Bishop Ian Douglas and Marge 
Burke for their commitment to the ministry of UTO and for their generosity of support for the 
UTO Board. A special thanks goes to Marge for her attendance at several board meetings and 
writing litanies for the resource materials. Be sure to get your own copy. 
 
There are procedural changes that are necessary for the board’s methods of operation. The first 
one involves the granting process. The board has responsibility for the entire granting cycle and 
must make the grant decisions each year. As we move into the 2013 Grant cycle you will find 
changes coming. Please work to have a diocesan screening committee in place by early January. 
The grant applications will be available online January 1, 2013 and must be completed and 
submitted no later than February 28, 2013. March and April are a time for review and research of 
each grant by board members prior to the granting session in May. In June 2013 notification will 
be sent to the grant applicants.  
 
Each year the requests are always three to four times the amount we have to grant. I ask each of 
you to spread the word in as many ways as possible to encourage everyone to acknowledge their 
daily thanksgivings with a “deposit” in the blue box. For every 10,000 people whose thankfulness 
equals at least fifty cents a week there is over a quarter of a million dollars of granting funds for 
mission.  

What are you Thankful For? How will you show it? 
 

I am very thankful for the opportunity to serve as your UTO Board member for Province One. 
This ministry asks for your time, your attention and connecting with the people and congregations 
of the Province. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any UTO questions, concerns and ideas. 
Please help me by sharing these grant stories and pictures of your awarded grants. 
With many thanksgivings,  Barbi Tinder   utoprov1@gmail.com   207-928-3603 


