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Province I Meeting 
 

“If you wait for perfect conditions, you will never get anything done.” 
                                                  Ecc 11:4                                                                   

 
 
 

God has given me many blessings in this life for which I am deeply grateful. Our lives are filled with 
the ups and downs of daily living, but somehow we get through it all. Two of my very favorite poems 
that I carry with me are “Foot Prints in the Sand” and the “Serenity Prayer” they always remind me 
that my God is always walking with me no matter what the situation is. I think of the two always, as 
they constantly remind me that God directs me in whatever I do and the journey that I have taken. 
 
My term as GFS/USA Vice-President will end in June 2013.  I count my blessings for having the 
opportunity to serve this organization, which I love deeply. However, I am not finish yet; there is still 
work to be done.  
 
Since I last reported to Province I a lot has happen since I meet with all of you. Our GFS 
organization has grown and very much alive in 7 Provinces. Our Diocesan Presidents, Advisors and 
leaders have been committed to the GFS program and because of them we have blossom. Many of 
our 7 Dioceses have added new branches which mean we are reaching out to more young girls and 
young women. We feel particularly blessed these days.  
  
Let me start by telling you about my hometown branch and the GFS Diocese of Connecticut. 
 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in New Haven, Connecticut will be celebrating their 65 years of actively 
having a GFS branch in their parish.  A charter was issued on Mother Day 1948. Presently the 
branch has 17 young girls participating. Many “special” activities and events are being planned 
during 2013. In the diocese of Connecticut we have three chartered branches, Grace and St. Peter’s, 
Hamden, St Luke’s, New Haven and St. Paul’s, Wallingford. 

 
 GFS in the diocese of Connecticut for many, many years have had a weekend camp for the girls 
from all the branches in June at the Episcopal Camp Incarnation and Conference Center in Ivoryton, 
CT.   This past camp weekend consisted of a pizza and game night, crafts in the morning made for 
the girls and for our mission project.  The older girls created decoupage glass votive holders for 
battery powered candles.  A good time was had by all! 
 
A Diocesan sponsored trip in September for our Creative Arts Day.  We traveled to the Boutt Cotton 
Mill and Boarding House Museums in Lowell, Massachusetts on September 22.  The girls traveled 
back in time to see where the Industrial Revolution began and to learn about the important role girls 
and women had in that era!  The girls and leaders visited St. Anne’s Episcopal Church, where the first 
GFS meeting was held in the United States and to see the beautiful stain glass window dedicated to 



GFS.  An exciting trip was experienced by all and the girls are still talking about their experience on 
the assembly line like in the old days with an overseer who kept them moving.  
In October, branches will start collecting for our mission project Youth Continuum, a New Haven, 
Connecticut based organization that helps homeless children.  Each branch is collecting items that 
will be put into gift bags for 30 of the girls.  Items being collected include toiletries such as shower gel, 
shaving cream, shavers, feminine hygiene products, etc.  We will come together as a Diocese in 
November to wrap the gifts.  Each branch will thank their parishes for helping with their mission 
project in their own special way.  One branch is holding a special coffee hour to thank everyone! 
Fall is also the time that we will begin registering Connecticut attendees to our GFS National 
Assembly being held in New Jersey in July 2013.  Connecticut has agreed to help sponsor some of 
the events and/or materials for National Assembly as this is a very large financial burden for just one 
Diocese to handle.       
The GFS World Day of Prayer Services will be held at each of our branches this fall at the discretion 
of the branch leaders and their priests.  The collections collected at the World Day of Prayer 
gatherings will be combined and make one donation to the GFS World Project in the Solomon 
Islands.  
 
On the National GFS Level we were in attendance at the ECW Triennial where they honored a 
woman who has been a long time GFS member and leader.  She was honored as a Distinguished 
Women of the Church. This award is presented to women in the Episcopal Church whose life and 
involvement in the secular community best reflects ‘her Christian Values’.  One of our very active 
Diocesan Presidents from the dioceses of Los Angeles presented a workshop on The Girls’ Friendly 
Society keeping within the theme “Many Paths, One Journey”. We continue to communicate with our 
GFS sisters around the world from 22 countries by developing a constant contact email account.  We 
call it GFS sisters Staying Connected.  Every three years we attend the GFS World Council hosted by 
a difference country. In 2014 the GFS World Council will be held in Wales and in 2017 Australia.  This 
give the girls 16 and over the opportunity to meet girls and women from all over the world, and to 
experience other cultures and to share in a wonderful Christian community of women. GFS branches 
nationally are involved with outreach to the homeless, the elderly, and children in need.                                       
 
 Finally, we continue to move forward on the planning of our Triennial National Assembly being held  
at Georgian Court University in Lakewood, New Jersey this coming June. This is when we come 
together as an organization to set our priorities for the next three years, and to select the next Jr. 
Delegate, 16 year old or older to attend World Council it is also a time for the girls to meet other girls 
from across the US. 
 
It is our wish that the  Episcopal Community recognize that GFS/USA is assisting many young girls 
and women to be the best that they can be and to live up to their GFS promise and motto “Bear Ye 
One Another’s Burden” Gal. 6:2. and to provide a girls’ weekday program within the Episcopal Church 
whose members accept the Christian faith and seek in the fellowship of worship, study. Work and 
play to serve God and extend his Kingdom. and is still around and intends to be for many, many 
years to come.  

 
One of our themes several years ago “Anything is possible with Christ” means to me , we can reach 
for the stars, we might not get there, but God within us, beside us, we can get there and of course 
with us working as a team we can accomplish our priorities and more. 
 
To keep up with the latest with GFS/USA we invite you to join us on our Facebook page GFS/USA. 
Unfortunately our GFS/USA website in under construction at the present time, but the web-site is gfs-
usa.org. 
 
 



 
 
In closing, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all of you for your concern and interest in 
the Girls’ Friendly Society Organization. The Episcopal Church Women in our Diocesan have 
assisted us in many ways in helping us to send girls to summer camp and program. 
 
 God bless you all until we meet again. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Delores M. Alleyne 
GFS/USA Vice-president 
October 13,, 2012                                                                                        

 
 
 

 


