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But the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie fallow, so that the poor of your people may eat; and what they leave the wild 
animals may eat. You shall do the same with your vineyard, and with your olive orchard. Exodus 23:11  
 
I closed the ECW/UTO 2011 report by saying I was not quite sure where God was leading women’s ministries at this 
time, and since the diocese is in transition between bishops that we would hold firm through this transition,  neither 
giving up nor trying to expand our ministry. 2012 was a sabbatical year, a wilderness year, a time for rest and prayer, 
study and reflection. Wilderness times are not necessarily bad…often difficult… but a time that can free us to put aside 
old assumptions and discern creative ideas for the future: God’s promised and preferred future.   
 
� In 2012, we held fast on a few mission projects.  

o We continue to collaborate with the Diocese of Massachusetts ECW is several ways. We are in the 2nd 
year of a 3-year commitment to co- adopt a little girl at Our Little Roses Orphanage in Honduras.   

 
o We are also in our 2nd year of a 3-year commitment to help with educational expenses for a woman, 

Christina, in Dodoma, Tanzania.   
 

o We are steady in our support of the mission of the United Thank Offering. As diocesan ECW president, 
I am also the diocesan UTO coordinator. With the help of other board members, we keep track of the 
details of this diocesan ministry. Last year at this time, we were writing a UTO grant on behalf of our 
companion diocese in Kumasi, Ghana to install back up solar electricity for the Mampong Babies 
Home. The Rev. Annie Ryder and her Kumasi team, Jane Greisbach and Trudy Weaver-Miller were 
most helpful to bring this dream to a reality.  The grant was funded at the Triennial Meeting in July 
(See more about the grant in the UTO report.) 

� All of our available funds come from endowment income. Since we do have endowment funds, we need to look 
after, and be good stewards of the funds, and honor the donors. Some of the endowment income is restricted as 
to its use and some is left to the discretion of the board.  

� 2012 was a triennial year and I represented the women of the diocese at the weeklong Triennial Meeting held in 
conjunction with the General Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. I also presented the triennial UTO offering at 
the General Convention Eucharist; the triennial offering was $59,235.74. Along with inspiring speakers, 
fabulous worship and great networking, we honored Rebecca Scruton, as the distinguished woman from the 
diocese of Western Massachusetts, and contributed to the “Unified Gift,” which was sent to Episcopal Relief 
and Development designated for NetsforLife®. We also sent $100 to the Episcopal Women’s Caucus for 
"Margo's Fund" which helps bring women to the General Convention who might not otherwise afford the cost. I 
served on the evaluations committee for the Triennial Meeting. We read over 164 evaluations, and it was clear 
how meaningful this gathering is to Episcopal Church Women leaders from all nine provinces. The 
overwhelming majority commented on the importance of networking and gathering for support. Worshiping 
together in daily Eucharist with 4000 Episcopalians from around the world is a strengthening and sustaining 
experience, which energizes us for the mission of the church loving God and our neighbor.  

� We are intentionally using more electronic communication providing information to parishes by email and 
through an ECW page on the diocesan website. We post information, calendar items, and answer all emails 
from the contact page for ECW/UTO. We also function as a link to Province 1 ECW and the National ECW and 
communicate regularly with the National ECW and the Province 1 ECW Representative to the National Board. 

 
� I will serve another 3-year term as Province 1 ECW vice president for communication/information. One of the 

projects I worked on this year was launching a website for Province 1 ECW: 
province1episcopalchurchwomen.wordpress.com   and our diocesan ECW has a presence on that website as well as 
the page on our diocesan website.  
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The United Thank Offering is a ministry of the whole Episcopal Church whose Mission is “To expand the Circle of 
Thankful People.” The fruits of these “Thankful Pennies” can be seen all over the world as grant money is used to build 
up Christ’s Kingdom. The keynote speaker at the Triennial UTO dinner, The Rev. Petero Sabune, Global Missions 
Program Officer for Africa for the Episcopal Church shared an interesting story. He said he travels around Africa for the 
church and when he tells people he is from the Episcopal Church a common response is, “Oh, you are from the ‘OO 
TOO’ Church.” Rev. Sabune said the UTO presence is seen all over Africa as a result of grants that implement 
significant change to alleviate profound human suffering and address the Millennium Development Goals.  
 
The exciting news about the United Thank offering in our diocese is that at the Triennial Meeting we received the 
"official" grant award certificate for our companion diocese Kumasi, Ghana. Last December we submitted a grant 
application on behalf of Kumasi for solar backup electricity for the Mampong Babies Home. The Home cares for about 
50 children, 0 to 8, whose mothers have died in childbirth and their fathers and extended families are unable to care for 
an infant. Children return to their families once the child is older and the family is able to care for them. Caring round-
the-clock for this large number of children requires a dedicated staff of 45-50 employees. Many employees, especially 
those raising their own families, live on site. Ghana has a limited electricity grid and power cuts and rationing are an 
everyday occurrence especially in the more rural areas; twelve hours on and twelve hours off is a standard practice. This 
seriously disrupts the smooth operation of the Babies Home. Ghana has sunshine 300 days of the year; using solar 
power and back up is a viable alternative power source for electricity at the Mampong Babies' Home. The grant from 
the United Thank Offering will facilitate the purchase and installation of a solar back-up system. This grant was fully 
funded for $17,368.00!  
 

� Our Combined 2011 United Thank Offering was $13,267.52 with 35 Churches participating  
� Our combined 2012 mail in Spring ingathering was $2,389.67 with 11 churches participating  

Thanks be to God! 
� Changes in Grant application announced 

On October 2, 2012 The United Thank Offering Board announced a change in the timeline for grant applications 
for 2013.  Grant applications will be accepted only online from January 1, through February 28, 2013. The new 
timeline has been streamlined for better efficiency and review of applications. If you are interested in applying the 
grant criteria and changes can be viewed online beginning November 1; 
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/uto 
Please email Susan Howland at: ecw.wma@gmail.com with UTO in the subject line, or call 508-248-6112 to 
discuss how to apply. The diocesan deadline for the completed application will now be February 1.  

 
There are two ingatherings yearly: 

→ The Fall ingathering will be during the diocesan convention, this year Friday- Saturday, October 19-20, 
2012. Make check to: The Episcopal Diocese of WMA, with UTO in the memo; this offering my also be mailed as 
below. Please check: www.diocesewma.org; Episcopal Church Women tab on the left,  for updated information as 
the ingathering date gets closer, or email: ecw.wma@gmail.com.  

 
→ The Spring UTO ingathering will be MAIL IN. The UTO Board suggests the Sunday after the Ascension, 
this coming Spring, May 12th, 2013, as an ingathering date for parishes. Make check to: The Episcopal Diocese of 
WMA, with UTO in the memo, and mail by June 9, 2013 to: The Episcopal Diocese of WMA, ATTN: Esther 
Barker, Diocesan Accounting Manager, 37 Chestnut St., Springfield, MA 01103. 

 
If you have questions or need information/advice about the United Thank Offering or Episcopal Church Women contact 
the ECW board at: ECW.wma@gmail.com or check: www.diocesewma.org/aboutus/ecw or call Susan Howland at: 
508-248-6112.  
 
Blessings, 
Susan Howland, Diocese of Western Massachusetts ECW President and UTO Coordinator 
 


