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Rebecca’s roots are deeply planted in a Christian family committed to integrating 
faith into life and work.  Her father, a thoracic and general surgeon and her 
mother as the office manager of the surgical group, organized a Christian medical 
practice where every doctor spent time in overseas medical mission 
work….Rebecca says, “The work was all about Jesus.”  This early exposure to 
the healing ministries eventually led Rebecca to nursing school, which she 
completed as a clergy spouse with two small children.  When she became an RN 

she asked God to use her compassionate heart and her educational skills; the answer was working in the 
area of maternal child health.  For many years Rebecca worked with high risk maternity patients in 
Worcester, MA. In this secular environment she brought the hands, feet, and heart of Jesus to her patients 
and to the staff. In Rebecca’s eyes all patients were children of God regardless of their economic or social 
circumstances. She found herself mediating between patients, staff and families, becoming a reconciling 
presence.  During difficult times in the hospital it was Rebecca who was called upon to pray with the staff.  
A profound and privileged moment in her career was on her knees washing the feet of a homeless woman 
who was a first time mother.…but Rebecca said, “It was Christ in me, the healing of Jesus working in me, 
and I loved it.” After her children were grown and her husband elected Bishop, Rebecca left clinical 
nursing and worked to develop the parish nurse ministry in the diocese of Western Massachusetts.  
Rebecca firmly believes that parish nurse ministry is a connection to the secular community, a way of 
bringing the healing love of Jesus outside the parish. As she and her husband look toward retirement 
Rebecca asked the question, “Who are my neighbors?”  God’s answer was… they are right next door, 
Christian, Greek, Jew, and she invites them in to her home for tea, conversation and fellowship. But as she 
ponders her ministry to the world outside the church, the most important contribution is as a mother; and 
she is enjoying the fruits of her two adult children, their spouses, and her grandchildren, all growing in 
their spiritual journeys.  
 
Rebecca is a fine example of a woman whose life in the secular community reflects her Christian values.  
In addition, she is responsible for starting a prayer shawl ministry, has a lifelong commitment to leading 
bible study for all ages, and served as chaplain to the CT diocesan bishop election committee. She is a 
Daughter of the King, a trained spiritual director, mother, grandmother and spouse. 
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