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Episcopal Church Women 
 
2015 was a triennial year! Barbara Kalber represented the women of the diocese at the weeklong Triennial Meeting 

held in conjunction with the General Convention in Salt Lake City, Utah.  Barbara also presented the UTO 

offering at the General Convention Eucharist. 

Barbara reflected on her time as a delegate to 48
th

 Triennial Meeting of ECW; some of the highlights were: 

 Daily Eucharist and an evening Integrity Eucharist worshiping with thousands of other Episcopalians.  

 The opening celebration, to “stir up the spirt” where Presiding Bishop, The Most Rev. Katherine Jefferts 

Schori, presented all of us with specially designed crosses.  

 Plenary sessions with prayers and mediation led by The Rev. Mary Sheridan Janda and music by pianist 

Matt Lemmler. 

 The Keynote Speaker, The Rev. Canon Jan Naylor Cope, Provost of the National Cathedral. Her topic 

was welcoming millennials into the church. She showed a video entitled “What if we marketed our 

churches like Starbucks markets their stores?”  

 Breakfast with guest speaker, author, The Rev. Lindsay Hardin Freeman. She spoke about her book, 

“Bible Women: All their words and why they matter.”  

 A particular highlight was hearing Presiding Bishop-Elect, Michael Curry speak at the UTO dinner. He 

reminded us that Jesus asked us to “GO!”; get out there and do God’s work.   

 Saturday’s triennial plenary session was sponsored by the Social Justice Committee;  three individuals 

representing organizations ECW is supporting spoke. They included  Rachel Lloyd, founder and CEO of 

Girls Education and Mentoring Services (GEMS) who spoke 

about Human Trafficking. 

 Sunday was a busy day. ECW had a 5K walk/run to raise funds for 

causes in the Salt Lake City area,  the Walk Against Gun Violence 

sponsored by many of the Bishops (including Bishop Fisher) took 

place,  and there was a UTO Ingathering and Eucharist attended 

by approximately 4,000 individuals. 

 Workshops were held over a three day period; Barbara attended 

five workshops: 

 Crowd Funding-raising funds using social media. 

 Savoring Life’s Turning Points/Journaling- encouraged 

journaling to help deal with the emotions raised during transitional periods in our lives.  

 Mind, Body and Tea, given by Rev. Becca Stevens who founded Thistle Farm in Nashville, TN- While 

sharing Moringa Madres Tea from Mexico, that Thistle Farms distributes, learning about the work 

done by Thistle Farm to turn around the lives of those who have lived on the street.  

 Chair Yoga with a Christian Twist- how an Eastern practice can be part of Christian discipline.  

 God and Garden- the topic was herbs referred to in the bible, and how to grow and use them. 

 The Providence I ECW met over breakfast; they will meet this Fall on Oct. 17
th

 in Brookline, 

Massachusetts and will feature a speaker on Human Trafficking.  

 Share Fair was held on Monday and Barbara brought back a few ideas  including knitting 8” squares for 

blankets for Syrian refuges and ongoing costume jewelry sale to raise funds to support mission.  
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In conclusion Barbara said, “ Over the seven days of ECW Triennial Meeting 
I met many women from around the county who are engaged in activities to 
support their congregations and communities. It was an opportunity for me, 
after 30 years of participation in ECW efforts at the local level, to learn from 
others and broaden my view of what ECW does beyond my own church and 
diocese. For this opportunity, I am very grateful.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to read Barbara’s reflections you 

can find them here: 

https://province1episcopalchurchwomen.wordpress.com/diocesan-ecws/diocese-of-western-ma-ecw/ 
 

 ECW in the Diocese of Western  Massachusetts continues to support women’s ministries wherever they may need 

assistance, information, or answers to questions.  

 

 Our major focus is the United Thank Offering, supporting parish coordinators around the diocese and 

organizing the spring and fall ingatherings.  

 ECW has a display table at the diocesan convention where both ECW and UTO information and 

materials are available. 

 We continue our collaboration with the Diocese of Massachusetts ECW commitment to adopt Martha, 

at Our Little Roses Orphanage in Honduras. $320 a year 

 With the funds available we pay our annual Province I ECW dues of $250, set aside money to send a 

delegate to triennial meeting, and support UTO in the diocese.  This year’s Bishop Brooks income will 

be sent to support an American Indian mission.  

 

Most of my time this year was spent serving as Province I Representative to the United Thank Offering Board.  All 

of my time at Convention was spent serving the UTO Board. Additional time was spent on the National ECW 

adhoc committee; the report from this committee can be found here: http://ecwnational.org/triennial-meeting-

2015/adhoc-committee-for-restructure/ 

and here: http://ecwnational.org/triennial-meeting-2015/adhoc-committee-for-restructure/adhoc-committee-report-

and-appendices/   The National ECW website is: http://ecwnational.org/ 

 

As Barbara remarked, women are engaged in activities to support their congregations and communities.  As I look 

around the diocese it is evident that there are women gathered together, often without much structure, but they 

love God and their neighbor and look for opportunities to serve wherever there is need. Triennial Meeting is a 

wonderful opportunity to hear and share stories of how God is working in people’s lives.  It is strengthening and 

sustaining, as we walk the road with Jesus. 

https://province1episcopalchurchwomen.wordpress.com/diocesan-ecws/diocese-of-western-ma-ecw/
http://ecwnational.org/triennial-meeting-2015/adhoc-committee-for-restructure/
http://ecwnational.org/triennial-meeting-2015/adhoc-committee-for-restructure/
http://ecwnational.org/triennial-meeting-2015/adhoc-committee-for-restructure/adhoc-committee-report-and-appendices/
http://ecwnational.org/triennial-meeting-2015/adhoc-committee-for-restructure/adhoc-committee-report-and-appendices/
http://ecwnational.org/
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United Thank Offering 
 

United Thank Offering (UTO) is a ministry of The Episcopal Church for the mission of the whole church to 

nurture the habit of giving daily thanks to God and offering coins in a “Blue Box.”  Tangible offerings are then 

shared with people all over the world in the form of grants for self-determined need.  

 

 The Heart of the ministry is Thanks to God  the Action is Giving. 

 

If you don’t already have a United Thank Offering Ministry in your church starting one is easy! 

 Order some blue boxes (They are free.) http://episcopalmarketplace.org/Products/United-Thank-Offering 

 Talk about offering tangible thanksgivings by dropping coins in the box, and say a little prayer.  

 Share stories about how these coins are joined with others around the world until over a million dollars is sent 

out as grants for needed projects.  

 Ask for people to count up their coins twice a year and bring it to Church for an ingathering in gratitude for 

God’s blessings.  

 I am available to help ecw.wma@gmail.com or  508-248-6112 Susan Howland 

 

Each year the UTO Board invites every diocese to submit a grant application and an additional application on 

behalf of their companion diocese; every penny collected goes out for a grant!   

 

In 2015 a UTO grant was awarded to St. Paul’s Holyoke to start a new ministry, Mission de Gracia/Mission of 

Grace, a faith community intentionally serving the underserved, unconnected, and marginalized Latino 

population of Holyoke and surrounding areas. 
 

 Our Combined 2014 United Thank Offering was 12,175.38 with 34 Churches participating.  

 Our combined 2015 mail in Spring ingathering was $3,542.76. Thanks be to God! 

 

 Grant application information  

Information on grant applications will be available on or about November 1, 2015.  Watch for more 

information through Mission Matters.   

There are two ingatherings yearly: 

 The Fall ingathering will be during the diocesan convention Eucharist, this year Saturday, November 7, 

2015. Make check to: The Episcopal Diocese of WMA, with UTO in the memo; this offering may also be 

mailed as below.  

 The Spring UTO ingathering will be MAIL IN. The UTO Board suggests the Sunday after the Ascension, 

this coming Spring, May 8, 2016, as an ingathering date for parishes. Make check to: The Episcopal Diocese of 

WMA, with UTO in the memo, and mail by June 1, 2016 to: The Episcopal Diocese of WMA, ATTN: Esther 

Barker, Diocesan Accounting Manager, 37 Chestnut St., Springfield, MA 01103. 

 

If you have questions or need information/advice about the United Thank Offering or Episcopal Church Women 

contact the ECW board at: ECW.wma@gmail.com or check: www.diocesewma.org/aboutus/ecw or call Susan 

Howland at: 508-248-6112.  

 

In Gratitude, Susan Howland, Diocese of Western Massachusetts ECW President and UTO Coordinator with 

assistance from Barbara Kalber. 
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